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Joy to the World: The Way of Love (Luke 1-2)
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l. THE BIRTH OF JESUS—GABRIEL, MARY, JOSEPH, AND THE SHEPHERDS
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A.

Gabriel’s declarations of God’s favor on Mary (Lk. 1:26-30)
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28 the angel Gabriel was sent...to Nazareth...”®[he] said to her, “Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is
with you; blessed are you among women!” *But when she saw him, she was troubled ...*[he] said to her,
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.” (Lk. 1:26-30)
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Gabriel’s prophetic declarations about Jesus (Lk. 1:31-33)
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$1«Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus. *He
will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His
father David. *And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever...” (Lk. 1:31-33)
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1. About 700 years before Jesus was born, Isaiah saw the rule of Messiah (Isa. 4:2-6; 9:6-7).
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’In that day the Branch of the LORD [Messiah] shall be beautiful and glorious... (Isa 4:2)
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®For unto us a Child is born...and the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be
called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. ‘Of the increase of
His government and peace there will be no end. (Isa. 9:6-7)
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2. About 500 years before Jesus was born, Ezekiel saw the Christ on a throne (Ezek. 1:22-28).
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2%[] saw]...a throne...like a sapphire stone...with the appearance of a man high above it. #'...1
saw...the appearance of fire with brightness all around [Him]. ’Like the appearance of
a rainbow...was the appearance of the brightness all around it... (Ezek. 1:26-28)
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3. About 500 years before Jesus was born, Daniel saw the Christ on a throne (Dan. 7:13-14).
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B3« was watching in the night visions...One like the Son of Man, coming with the clouds of
heaven..."*To Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and
languages should serve Him. His dominion is everlasting...” (Dan. 7:13-14)
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C.  Mary’s question, Gabriel’s answer, and Mary’s response to Gabriel (Lk. 1:34-37)

uejobo] W, 7hH el le] g, et vkefobe] 7hH e o] gk ¥ (5 1:34-37)

%._..“How can this be...?” *And the angel answered..., “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called
the Son of God...*For with God nothing will be impossible.” **Then Mary said, “Behold the maidservant
of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your word.” (LK. 1:34-38)
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D. Matthew gave us an account of four dreams that gave Joseph supernatural direction. The first told him that
Mary conceived a child by the Spirit (1:18-21), the next told him to flee to Egypt (2:13-14), another told him
to return to Israel (2:19-21), and later a dream not to go to Judea (2:22-23).
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Joseph...[planned] to put her away secretly. 2°But while he thought about these things, behold, an

angel...appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph...that which is conceived in her is of the Holy
Spirit...%call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” (Mt. 1:19-21)
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The angel of the Lord spoke to the shepherds about the birth of Jesus (Lk. 2:8-20).
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®Now there were...shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night... °An angel
of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly
afraid. "°Then the angel said to them, “...1 bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all

people. *'For there is born to you this day...a Savior, who is Christ the Lord...” **Suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: **“Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”... (Lk. 2:8-14)
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Il. TRUSTING GOD’S LEADERSHIP: THE WAY OF LOVE
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God unfolds His purpose in a hostile world with a real enemy waging a real war against His people. This is
the context in which He will bring forth His Bride in mature love, humility, and partnership.
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"Let us be glad...for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready °...arrayed
in fine linen...for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. (Rev. 19:7-8)
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The “what” of the story is that “God became a Man because of love” and the “how” of the story shows how
He brings His people to mature in love. His leadership of Mary and Jesus gives insight into how He leads His
people. He allowed them to face the difficulties that we face (Heb. 4:15; 5:8).
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C.

God’s leadership: We must trust God’s leadership in how He releases His promises in our life. They are
often fulfilled in a way and at at time that differs greatly from what we normally expect. Often delayed, they
are progressively released in stages and in context to difficulties that cause us to cling to the Lord in a way
that helps us to grow in love and humility.
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Many of His promises are only released partially in this age and then in fullness in the age to come. This
forces us to often realign our heart to agree with His leadership, causing love to mature in us.
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Mary knowing that God was using her to change history was not the same as her maturing in love and
humility. She often had to choose faith and obedience that expressed her love and humility. What the Lord
told Mary seemed too good to be true; thus many concluded that she was deluded or was lying. The Lord
promised His people that they will reign as kings and priests as His Bride.

ok o7} Sk AA SIALS Hh s Elol] APALE AREBHA S A ok AT 17k A Aol
LA 2L WAL Lolgieh, Tk A5 W £FL Aldslof 0w, o S Fal o] At
<ol HAE 4 9l9lth Flo] nhejopol A WSt A Aneta W] ofelg ARG o, e

O 5L TY7F HUAL ARG Teka AT L AAle] ul g Eo] AR A, St A Ao 2 A
2514 © Aoletal op&atct

Mary was able to understand some of what Jesus and others would endure during their lives. Jesus’ brothers
did not believe Him (Jn. 7:5), nor did the spiritual leaders in Nazareth—they wanted to throw Him off a cliff
(Lk 4:29) and spread rumors 30 years later of Mary’s fornication (Jn. 8:41).

opg]ol= o=} oh2 o] o] oA Aol P A5 o]aTt 4= Uitk AH Y] FAES
RS W] okorow (8 7:5), YA Al A eAE Ee TE-S WX] (ot 152 RS

Ay oz doju ezt Pou (5 4:29), vielohe] o] £ 30| Fofl= vhe]obrh 155 Rtk &S
W= o} (2 8:41).

Jesus endured accusations from others that His life and ministry was in vain, accomplishing nothing. Jesus
acknowledged that He had spent His strength in vain in man’s eyes because He did not achieve anything
notable from their point of view (49:4). He declared that His choices to trust God’s promises and to invest
His life in obeying Him were glorious in God’s eyes (49:5).
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“«| [Jesus] said, ‘I have labored in vain, | have spent My strength for nothing...yet surely My just reward
is with the Lord...°For I shall be glorious in the eyes of the Lord.”” (Isa. 49:4-5)
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